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arc RCACP Silver Medal Clinical Prize 

Guidelines for applicants and 

application form
This prestigious annual award is presented to a physiotherapist who in the view of a panel of judges has submitted a piece of work that enhances patient care and/or contributes to the body of knowledge of rheumatology health professionals. The award consists of:

· a cheque for £500  
· the arc silver medal

What can I submit?

The award is competitive and the work submitted could be a:

· Case study

· Audit report

· Educational package

· New clinical service 

· A review essay

· Departmental innovation

· Research project

Are there any specific entry criteria?

· You must be a registered Chartered Physiotherapist

· Must not have been a recipient of the prize previously

· Must not be submitting/resubmitting the work to another organisational prize

How should my application be set out?

· The application should be submitted on A4 paper with at least 2.5cm margins  

· It should be typewritten and double spaced in a size 12 easily readable font

·  The writing should be on one side of the paper only

· The application should not exceed 3000 words excluding references

· A word count should be placed prominently on the application

· Short appendices may be attached, but only if they are directly related to the application

· If your application is a piece of research your application should be set out in the following manner:

· Title

· Abstract (150 words maximum)

· Introduction

· Methods

· Results

· Discussion

· Conclusions

· Clinical implications

· References

· A submission form should be attached to the front of all applications

How will my application be judged? 

All applications will be judged anonymously and independently by a panel of four physiotherapists selected by BHPR Council members. The following criteria will be used:

· Presentation 

The content should be clearly written and marks given will reflect grammar, style logical structure and sequence

· Originality

If you submit clinical work:

· Is this a new innovation / development, has it been replicated elsewhere? Will it contribute or be a new contribution to the available body of health professional knowledge? 

· If it is a piece of research does the abstract summarise the research concisely and accurately? Have ethics been considered? Are the aim(s) clearly stated? Is the method and analysis appropriate? Are results clearly presented? Is the discussion based on the results and findings? Are the conclusions justified? Is the reference list up to date?  

· Contribution to clinical practice

Is it clinically relevant? Does it have practical benefits? Will it help to improve the lives of rheumatology patients? Will it benefit staff / rheumatological services?

How do I submit my application?

FOUR copies of the application (including one original with application form attached and three anonymous copies for judging purposes) clearly marked with arc RCACP Silver Medal Clinical Prize application should be mailed to:

The President, BHPR (arc RCACP Silver Medal Clinical Prize)

Bride House,

18-20 Bride Lane,

London. EC4Y 8EE
· The applications deadline is the First Friday in November annually
· Late or incomplete applications, or those who do not follow the above requirements, will not be judged. 

· Confirmation of receipt will be sent if requested but only is a stamped addressed envelope is included with the application.

All applicants will be notified of the result via post. The judges’ decision is final. No discussion can be entered into regarding the decision and the judges are unable to provide feedback to applicants.

The winner will be invited to attend for presentation of the prize at their own expense at the following BHPR annual conference. If the winner cannot attend the conference personally, arc will send the cheque and medal by post.
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Application Form

	Name:
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	Home Address:
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	Telephone:
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	
	

	Current Post:
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	Work Address:
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	
	...................................................................................................................................................................................

	
	...................................................................................................................................................................................


I confirm that I have not (please tick):

Previously been awarded the arc RCACP Silver Medal Clinical prize   ____

Previously submitted this application for the arc Silver Medal Research prize _____

Title of submission:

Word count (excluding references) __________________________________

I confirm that the attached is my own work.

Signature: .............................................................................................


Date: ..........................................................

Please return the completed application form to:
The President, BHPR (arc RCACP Silver Medal Clinical Prize)

Bride House,

18-20 Bride Lane,

London. EC4Y 8EE
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