BRITISH HEALTH PROFESSIONLS IN RHEUMATOLOGY

Minutes of the Council of the BHPR
held at St Brides Institute, Bride Lane, London EC4 on

Thursday 2 December 2008, at 10.30 hours

Council Members Present:
Ms Diana Finney, President 


Mrs Lindsay Hawley, Treasurer


Mrs Tricia Cornell, Deputy Treasurer


Dr Ross Wilkie, Deputy Treasurer


Ms Debbie Bond, Communications officer

Others in attendance:
Dr Stewart Glaspole, Deputy Communications Officer (co-opted)


Mrs Andrea Graham, Co-opted Deputy Secretary


Ms Keri Hutchinson, Co-opted Education Officer 


Mrs Sue Gurden, ARMA Cymru Representative


Dr Clive Kelly, British Society for Rheumatology Rep (BSR)

Ms Lynne Goodacre, National Association of Rheumatology Occupational Therapists rep (NAROT)


Ms Sue Murray-Johnson, Chief Executive


Mrs Claire Mayne-Constantinou, Finance Manager (up to Item 5) 


Ms M Hughes, Governance Officer

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Ms Vicki Cameron, Secretary; Dr Jackie Finney, Immediate Past President; Mr Robert Field, Podiatry Rheumatic Care Association Rep; Mrs Cathy Cameron, rheumatic Care Association of Chartered Physiotherapists Representative; and Ms Sarah Ryan, Musculoskeletal Care and arc education sub-committee.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2008 were previously circulated and read. The minutes were approved as an accurate record, and signed by the chair.    

The matters arising from the minutes of 2 September 2008 were discussed and it was noted that apart from the following they were all completed or in progress:

Minute 14: Sponsorship: Tricia to include Keri in communication about pharmaceuticals emails so that can contact SIGS. 

It was agreed that this would be addressed.

It was also suggested that the names of the Honorary members should be noted in the minutes (Minute 13) and these were duly noted as Krisia Dziedzic and Adele Osborne.

There were no other queries raised.

3. report from the PRESIDENT
Diana Finney introduced her report that was previously circulated and highlighted a few key points:

Rigorous criteria for the arc silver medal, which was not awarded this year, was needed and a formal system to be put in place. A short discussion then followed on the Prizes deadline and 

it was agreed that the deadline would be changed to the first Friday in November and that ideas for arc/prizes would be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

It was also agreed that Deborah Bond will write article for newsletter around the lack of applications received and update the promotional flyers.

The winners of the BHPR Prizes were:

Student Educational Bursary: Ben Jones

Clinical Prize: jointly won by Adele Osborne and Laura McBride.

Diana also highlighted the need for the Council to look at the procedures in place for declaring an interest especially for those who prescribed drugs, so not seen to be influenced by the pharmaceuticals – a major point of discussion at the November BSR Council meeting that she attended. 

It was agreed that Michelle will circulate a copy of the Declaration of Interest along with guidelines which would be agreed at the next meeting. 

Action Point:

Arc prizes and Declaration of Interest to be put on agenda for next meeting.

Deborah Bond will write article for newsletter around the lack of applications received and update the promotional flyers.

4. REPORT FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Sue Murray-Johnson gave a brief verbal report on a number of issues and meetings attended. She will be taking part in a quarterly telephone conference with ARMA to discuss Standards of Care for Juvenile Ideopathic Arthritis and at the moment no other action was needed but will monitor.  

The Recruit a Member prize draw had not had a huge response but a decision was needed on when to hold the draw. 

The Council agreed that the draw should take place in January to allow time for notification etc.,

The role of the Secretary was under review in line with Michelle Hughes’ workload and this will be completed in time for any constitutional changes if needed.

Sue also reported on the major piece of work undertaken in reviewing the constitution which will be taken later on the agenda. At the same meeting the Droitwich funds were also discussed and the original agreement did state that administrative costs were included. A few options were put forward and the Council agreed that educational sessions that expanded on the lecture and ran later in the year was a very good use of the funds if approval was granted by the Charity commission. It was agreed that if approved this should be launched in 2010.

Action Point:

Sue will write to the Charity commission with the above proposal on using the Droitwich funds.

All to think of a name for the sessions.

5. TREASURER’S REPORT.

Lindsey Hawley introduced the quarterly financial report that was previously circulated and went through a few updates to the report. Direct Debits were now being collected and the room hire charges were set to go down in 2009 when the BSR meeting rooms were ready.  The RCN had not yet issued an invoice for the survey and Trish Cornell agreed to chase this.

The 2009 draft budget was then introduced and Lindsey highlighted a few points: there were 563 members to date and it was suggested that this was sorted into categories, which would help with targeted recruitment. It was also suggested that this was compared to last year’s figures and that this information should be circulated by email to the Council to work out a recruitment strategy.

The Council approved the 2009 budget.

Action Points:

Michelle to obtain membership information and circulate to Council

Michelle to report back on number of AHPs who responded to mail shot.

6. COMMUNICATION REPORT

Deborah Bond reported that there were a disappointing number of articles for the newsletter. The tender document for the website had gone out and the new design would allow members to update their details.  Job descriptions were also in the process of being updated.
7. STANDARDISATION OF MEDICAL RECORDS

Clive Kelly introduced the report that was previously circulated which looked at medical records becoming entirely electronic over the next years The Council now had the opportunity to feedback or the proposed format for outpatients letter which would allow for some flexibility and avoid duplication.

Action Points:

All to email comments back to Clive and copy in Michelle Hughes.

Deborah Bond to liase with Clive on a short article for the e-newsletter to ask members for feedback as well.

8. BHPR expansion


Ross Wilkie confirmed that this item was in relation to expanding the categories of membership and it was agreed that this would be taken under Item 13.


He then introduced his report on the proposed conference programme for 2009 with some room on the first day for a short session.  The abstract summaries were due to be published later this month.  He also informed the Council that the conference would move to a 3-day format from 2010 with the first and additional day being a ‘free’ day, most likely education focussed.

9. pharmacists special interest groups (sigS)

Stewart Glaspole reported that the UK Clinical Pharmacists Association had disbanded and a few members had expressed an interest in having a SIG via BHPR without it being confined to pharmacists so a name change would be likely to signal this.

It was noted that an early meeting slot could be arranged at the conference to discuss this further and that there was a small fund available for SIGs. It was also suggested that as there were crossovers with the BSR a joint SIG may be best.

It was agreed that Stewart should send his proposal to the Events team and they would follow the BSR process for agreeing and setting this up.

Action Points:

Stewart to speak with Hannah Gardner about setting up a SIG and arranging a meeting slot at the conference.

Michelle to put SIGS on the agenda for next meeting.

Lindsey Hawley to forward contact details to Keri Hutchinson and Ross Wilkie.

10.MUSCULOSKELETAL CARE

Discussions took place on how to increase the numbers taking up the free subscription to Musculoskeletal Care. It was suggested that a reminder was put in the e-newsletter and that the annual subscriptions renewal letter should also include a reminder.

Action Points:

Deborah Bond to write reminder for e-newsletter and liaise with Sally Thomas about placing a link on the BHPR website.

Sue Murray-Johnson to liaise with Subscriptions about including a reminder in the renewal notices.

11. SPONSORSHIP
Diana Finney and Trish Cornell had drafted a letter to go to pharmaceuticals for sponsorship and it was agreed that the letter should be changed to reflect the new three-year timeframe and reduced costs. It was agreed to approach one company at a time.

Action Point:

Trish Cornell to amend letter and copy to Diana Finney and Michelle Hughes for information and filing respectively.  
12. MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL

A list of new members was previously circulated for approval including a list of resignations for information; a few queries were raised which would be followed up. The list of members were then approved.  

Action Point:

Trish Cornell to follow up with member about her resignation which may be an error.

Michelle Hughes to follow up on the expiry dates for Pharmacist and Podiatrist.
13. BHPR CONSTITUTION

Diana Finney introduced the amended constitution that was previously circulated and asked the Council for comment and approval of the changes made. The Council approved the changes with the following amendments:

All references to Society should be changed to ‘charity’

3.2.3 qualifications should be replaced by ‘knowledge and skills’ 

4.6 an Ordinary member of the Council should be replaced by ‘trustee of the Council’

5.3 each post should have a deputy so insert ‘deputy Education Officer and deputy Research Officer.

5.5 – 5.9 it was agreed that the terms of office for all trustees except the President shall run as 1 year as deputy post holder followed by 3 years as postholder. This means that elections will run every 3 years to elect a deputy to be trained in final year. It was also agreed to exclude explanation of roles.

7.4 the Council should be replaced by ‘Trustees’

7.5 it was agreed that the Council should not exceed 18 members (Trustees should not exceed 12)

Bye-laws and transitional arrangements

Insert new numbering after point 2.6 to start at pt 3 and change ‘affected’ to compromise’ 

It was agreed that these changes would be made and forwarded to the working group for a final check. Any further amendments or queries will be circulated by email for final ratification at the BHPR Council in March.

Sue Murray-Johnson asked the Council to note that the amended constitution would have to be checked by the lawyers to ensure that it was within the law before the AGM and that was a cost implication.

14. STRATEGIC PLAN

It was noted that this had been discussed at the last meeting and was tied into the new constitution. There was nothing else to consider at this point.

15. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND ACTIVITIES

The reports from committees and activities were previously circulated and it was noted that the ARMA Cymru group rarely meets. Sue Murray-Johnson agreed to follow this up with Ros Meeks.

It was also pointed out that the Arc Clinical Trials Collaboration no longer happens and Michelle Hughes agreed to remove it from the list of reports.

NICE was also briefly discussed in relation to a money award that Lindsey was trying to get; it was agreed that Trish Cornell would email Claire Mayne-Constantinou with the invoice details for NICE so that she can follow up.

16. INFORMATION PRESCRIPTIONS IN SECONDARY CARE

Debbie Smith introduced the report that had been previously circulated and gave some background information on the pilot. It was a 3 year project that included 10 hospitals across the country and the aim was to ensure that patients get information. The BSR External Relations committee is taking this on board and would look at ways of communication. Arthritis Care will run the project. BHPR will discuss further then get fully involved if the outcome matches the BHPR’s objectives.

Action Point:

Debbie Smith will send an example to Council of what was done in primary care for information though it was noted that this was no longer happening. 

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i) 2009 Elections: It was agreed that the elections for 2009 would include the President elect, Deputy Secretary, Deputy communications officer and Deputy Treasurer.  Trish Cornell expressed an interest in standing for the post of President Elect. The Elections process would be emailed to all Council members and would be advertised in the January newsletter along with nominations deadline. There was no other business for discussion.

Action Point:

Michelle Hughes to circulate the procedures to Council members in January.

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the BHPR Council will be at 10.30 hours, 26th March 2009, at Bride Lane (BSR head office).  The deadline for agenda items is 12th March 2009.

The Chair closed the meeting at 3.15pm.

Minutes drafted by: Ms M Hughes, Governance Officer 
Minutes signed by Chair: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________
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